“Sometimes, ... we find that even when we do our best to serve the Lord, we still suffer. You may
know someone who faces these most challenging of circumstances: consider the parent whose
child becomes ill, for whom everyone prays and fasts with all their heart and soul, but who
ultimately dies. Or the missionary who sacrifices to go on a mission, then develops a terrible illness
that leaves him or her severely disabled or in chronic pain. Or the woman who lives her life as
faithfully and obediently as she can but is never able to have the children she hopes for. Or the wife
who does her very best making a good home for her family and raising her children, but whose
husband leaves her. The scriptures have many examples of people who were saved after showing
great faith, such as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego in the fiery furnace. But the scriptures also
have many examples of devout people who did not get divine intervention during a crisis. Abinadi
was burned at the stake; John the Baptist was beheaded; Alma and Amulek’s followers were cast
into the flames. To do well does not mean everything will always turn out well. The key is to
remember that faith and obedience are still the answers - even when things go wrong, perhaps
especially when things go wrong.”

(David E. Sorensen, Ensign, May 2005, 73)



